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Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Gramvarta Prakasika, of the 7th Apmil, 
complains of the inconvenience felt by 
Passenger yan = le who have to travel to Monghyr, 
, Jamalpore, Bhagulpore, and other places by 
the Loop line trains of the East Indian Railway. In the first place, 
assengers are often kept waiting at Mokama, which is achanging station, for 
seven to eight hours for the Loop line train. This itself is vexatious enough, 
hut over and above this is the inconvenience caused by the want of 
stable refreshment rooms for native passengers, those already existing 
being intended for the use of European and Eurasian passengers. It is 
strange that a company which drawsthe main portion of its income from 
native passengers should thus be indifferent to matters affecting their 
convenience. 
9 he Chdru Vértd, of the 9th April, commenting on the sixth 
a chapter of the Bengal Tenancy Bill, remarks :— 
2 Seeing that Government is taking away the 
zemindar’s right of occupancy and bestowing it on the ryot, one would 
think that, with respect to realization and enhancement of rent, the zemindar 
had been kindly dealt with; but no. Though the existing restricti 
relating to the enhancement of rent, and the limit to which that ea 
ment may be carried, are hard enough, yet they have failed to satisfy th 
legislators. In the present Bill, therefore, the subject of enhanceme th 
been left to be dealt with by the Civil Courts. It is provided in the Bill 
that, except under a decree passed by a Civil Court, nothing will entitl th 
zemindar to enhance the rent of the occupancy ryot except us the 
vated : oe a a by alluvion. The esa officers a 
ent, even when they have the consen 
declared incompetent to <i enhancements sci ‘gs / - 
rupee or one-fifth of the annual produce of lands. Now baer the 
time of the permanent settlement Government used to vet f a me 
ne Sener’. . the anes produce. The ee ba wae 
er right upon the zemindar. But now the legisl 
unwilling to give him more than one-fifth of Bae phen 
wat agree bd * | pean exceeding face! ager Pa a 
Ice, sent will count for nothing; 
rence not to enhancethe rent of his ryot, his ee = sialdered 
ms able. Has anyone ever seen a better instance of ay oP 
nace hed pos . ryot be increased by Re. 1, the Pa f ~ 
op tery oe sgh re be unable to pay the enhancement in one year, 
ands xisting rate should increase gradually till, in the fifth 
- clea at ee s reached. Now all this is calculated to Yat 
ye respect to hat scr of phony simile vt dg ed dag sa 
: : | 
od a ot ened he Be realization of rents, Phe cst Mg her teen 
Ul to distrain the crops of the d 
even this ps of the defaulting ryot. 
tg he cannot do independently of the interference of the Civil Bont 


at the new provision d : 
chances of dela provision does not improve his condition much 

a d ; ' + i. uc . The 
why the zemin ye litigation remain the same. Again, there is no reason 


dar should not be Saane ‘cert 

In order ¢ : ’ a. empowered to issue cert | 

ile all rey Ra Me due, seeing that Government in its jer : Rem 
erect a ple o this. No use of writing more. Government is determin d 
P asure-house for the ryot over the tombs of zemindars : 
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9 The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 13th April, com 
increase in the cost of litigation. In the first 
place, there are expenses incurred by guit, 
such as those of taking copies, and the searching and the application fees 
which are not recoverable by any means. Formerly when several CODieg 
were wanted from the records of one case, only one application Was 
sufficient. Now, however, this rule, so far as the Burdwan district ig COn- 
cerned, has been changed. Underthe new rule as many applications ap 
required to be made, and as many times fees are charged, as there are occasion, 
for copies. The cost which is thus incurred by the litigants is not recover. 
able. The new rule, again, as to the charging for copies, according to th 
number of folios of which they consist, has caused great dissatisfaction. Tp 
Editor asks the High Court to revise its circulars relating to eXpenses of 
litigation, and thus save the poor from the oppression of the rich. Justieg 
is now practicably inaccessible to the poor. 

4. A correspondent of the Prabhati, of the 14th April, dwells on the 

inthis hs dee Misia desirability of raising Tangail, a sub-division 

. of the Mymensingh district, to the rank of 3 

district. The inhabitants of Western Mymensing are put to great incon- 

venience in travelling to the head-quarters of the Mymensing district. The 

proposed railway line, which will pass through Dacca and Mymensing, wil 
be of no use to them. 

5. The Halsahar Prakasika, of the 14th April, remarks that the 

a present agitation against the Criminal Pro- 

Bi rein! Procedure Code Amendment cedure Code Amendment Bill may make the 

position of the Secretary of State for Indiaa 

delicate one, as his decision, whatever it be, would assuredly offend some 

classes people in this country. The Editor, however, hopes that the 
Secretary of State will decide in favour of the Bill. 

6. A correspondent of the same paper thinks that Halisahar should 
be constituted a separate municipality, in- 
dependent of the. municipality of Naihat. 
The reasons which have led the writer to propose the change 
are, first, that Halisahar is an important and populous locality; and 
secondly that, owing to the fact that Halisahar is dependent on the Nyehatly 
Municipality, its interests and wants are either wholly neglected or are but 
partially attended to. The writer enumerates instances in which the 
interests of Halisahar have been neglected by the municipality of Naihat. 
Nobody can take exception to the fitness of Halisahar to be constituted a 
separate municipality, if Belur near Bali can be considered fit to be such. 

7. The Bharat Bandhu, of the 14th April, commenting on the 

The Municipal Bill Municipal Bill as amended by the Select 

: Committee, says that the provision relating 
the creation of new municipalities is clearly unnecessary, seeing that the 
objects for which these new municipalities will be created will be best achieved 
by slightly increasing the powers vested in Self-Government Boards. The 
fact is, the policy of Self Government has obviated the necessity for ne¥ 
municipalities. In order to give effect to the policy of Self-Government 
the existing municipalities will have to be re-modelled a good deal. 8 for 
the Calcutta Municipality, it is nothing better than the stage of a thealr® 
where everyone is making fuss but doing no work. A long and close 
observation of its working proves it to he a slave of the powerful and # 
oppressor of the poor. 

8. The Sadhdrdni, of the 15th April, complaining of the oppresi® 


Cottle pownde: committed by the farmers of cattle pounds 
on people in the mofussil, says :—The owner? 


plains of an 
Increase in the cost of litigation. 


Halisahar, a separate municipality. 
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ound are charged for feeding the animals af 
7 gerd Pe ee bg ng? ger cow. Bat the fact is that the ya 
et sith - starved, or very poorly fed. To keep the pounds well supp ze 
hear the lessees of cattle pounds, it is said, ‘make arrangements wit 
= tats by promising them an anna for each cow they bring to the 
no j ithe "do not of course care to see whether the animals have 
Cd an Soot to crops or not. The law says those cows only should 
i ken é pounds which have done any damage to agricultural products. 
>. t this law is often knowingly violated by the lessees of cattle pounds. 
The Editor condemns the mercantile spirit in which Government Po om 
over the management of cattle pounds to private persons. e ta : 
.. that the farmers in whose hands the management has been trans o > 
a their eagerness to make money, often oppress the poor. It is hoped t “a 
district and sub-divisional — will henceforth keep an eye upon the 
attle pounds. 
— Ok phecdaconal 8 of the same paper, writing from Culna, dwells on 
the desirability of constructing two roads in 
samen: that locality—the one from Satgachia to 
Nadonghat, the other from Culna to Nadonghat—and indicates the direction 
which the roads should take. 


10. The Navabibhakar, of the 16th April, while reviewing the doings 

of Government officers during the Bengali 

The doings of Government oflieers- year which ended on the 11th April, remarks 
that the only actions of Lord Ripon’s administration during this period 
which gave rise to some dissatisfaction among the people were its refusal 
to take any steps regarding the application by the Sankirtana party of 
Bogra and the abolition of the manufacture in jails of finer articles by con- 
vict labour. In everything else His Excellency’s actions have tended to 
further the interests of this country. As for the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, his character is compounded of two things—liberalism and narrow- 
ness. The Bengal Administration Report shows that he is favourably dis- 
posed towards vernacular newspapers ; but in practice His Honor often sets 
opinions expressed by vernacular newspapers at defiance. His decision in 
the Pubna case and his opposition to Mr. Ilbert’s Bill are instances in point. 


11. The same paper condemns the undue favour shown by Sir Richard 
ene Garth to Mr. Branson in calling on native 
i Attorneys to give him briefs. His interference 

in this matter has not been worthy of a Chief Justice. In various ways 
he has brought disgrace upon the highest seat of Justice. People believe 


a “4 Richard Garth is not fit to hold the post once filled by Sir Barnes 
eacock, 


12. The Som Prakas, of the 16th April, questions the justice of the 


i it a policy which has called upon India to con- 


tribute to the expenses of the Egyptian 
war—a war with which India has not the remotest concern. It was under- 


taken neither for the benefit of India nor for the purpose of guarding the 
passage to India. | 


13, The same paper, commenting on the proceedings of the Legisla- 

i hake: Heieeehiad tive Department, remarks that one peculiar 

, feature of the department is that it makes no 

delay in passing Bills intended for the benefit of Europeans, while the 
Bills which cause inconvenience to Europeans are never allowed to pass into 
law without delay. ‘The Assam Cooly Bill, on the one hand, and the Local 
Self-Government and the Criminal Procedure Code Amendment Bills on the 


other, are instances in point. In short, the manner in which things are managed 
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April 15th, 1883. 
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April 16th, 1888. 
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April 16th, 1888. 
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in this country makes it evident that no administrative or legislative meas, 
—in fact nothing—is undertaken here purely for the benefit of the native 
Everything done here has for its object the furtherance of the CONVenienes 
and the interests of Europeans. This feature was remarkably Prominens 
in the legislation of the last (Bengali) year. 

14, Commenting on the proceedings of the European Defence Ago. 
ciation, the same paper remarks that this 
association, inasmuch as it disseminate 
political discontent throughout the country, should be nipped in the bug 
This association, if not destroyed now, will in future prove a great hind. 
rance to the administration of India. 

15. The same paper notices that Mr. Rattray, the Deputy Magistra 
of Berhampore, notwithstanding the order of 
the High Court to the contrary, still persis, 
in punishing the poor for constructino 
thatched huts. ‘ 

16. Referring to a letter which appeared in the Amrita Baza 

Patrika, under the signature of John Bull 
a Procedure Code Amend- the 4nanda Bazar Putrika, of the 16th 
: April, observes that the Native Jurisdiction 
Bill bas done good service to natives by enabling them to correct the view 
they have hitherto taken of an Englishman’s character. Men like Joh 
Bull and Mr. FitzJames Stephen wish that India should be governed by 
physical force. But if Englishmen really think of governing India by 
hysical force, they must be prepared to see the destruction of the Indian 
faooies at no distant future. Whenever an. attempt has been made to 
establish and maintain a Government by mere physical force, one of two 
things has followed, namely either the extinction of the conquered race, or the 
destruction of the ruling power. Of these two the second only can happen 
in India, for the census returns show that the population of India is on the 
increase. But notwithstanding what men like John Ball and Stephen 
aay say, the Editor believes that the Government here does not, as a rule, re- 
cognize mere physical force as its guiding principle, and that every attempt. 
on the part of its servants to govern by physical force has produced disastrous 
results, such as the Sepoy Mutiny and the assassination of Lord Mayo. 
17. The same paper eri = following suggestions on the Muni- 
eee cipal Bill as amended by the Select Con- 
ee ee mittee :—As to the soaienlan of the elective 
franchise on disqualified municipalities, it may be said that Mr. Reynolds 
has made no provision under which this privilege might be claimed 
by such municipalities. The lLieutenant-Governor has been e0- 
powered to exercise his discretion in this matter. But it is desirable 
that the inhabitants of municipalities which do not possess the privilege 
should have some voice in the matter. The same remark may be made 
wee east to the selection of Chairmen by Commissioners of munici- 
palities. . 7 
18. The Semaya(a weekly Beagel newspaper), received for es oo 
time, of the 16th April, disapproves of we 
an Fremchand Roychand scholar sit eration made by Pe Secale al Arts in the 
rule for awarding the Premchand scholarship. 
The effect of this alteration will be to exclude many students from tie benelits 
of the scholarship, even though they may be entitled to them. The fact is that 
many students are now prevented from visiting England, not only for wast 
of means, but for other causes also. Many are kept back because they hare 
to support their old parents and other relations who are dependent on : 
The scholarship helps to give many the requisite start in life.. The case of 


The European Defence Association. 


Mr. Rattray, the Deputy Magistrate 
of Berhampore. 


(7) 


a. the Gilchrist scholar, is an instance in point. Some 
aang gered “Bee Ballabh Dutt was selected by Government to go to 
~ a but the circumstances did not permit him to do so. Another, | 
<n bably greater weight to the alteration is that the prospects 
ape Ee thet te land, are not at all hopefal 

students, after their return from England, are not at all hopetu, == 
. 19. The same paper, in commenting on the arguments of the Laglish- Samavs, 
; , man newspaper for the abolition of the export April léth, 1é¢s. 
The export duty on rice. duty on rice, remarks that ee gps arco ved 
sation to the duty, on the ground that it presses on the agricultural 
re of India, hen eaaiand, will be found to.be unsound, inasmuch 
| asthe same duty falls really on the customers ; and as the customers of 
exported rice are, most of them, Englishmen, the duty really falls on 
| Boglishmen. Hence the cry of the Englishman for its abolition. 
90. The Sahachar, of-the 18th April, disapproves of the abolition of Pleo gosmgee 
The manufacture of finer articles by the practice of utilizing convict labour in the cies Potaaees 
convict labour. production of finer articles in jails. This 
measure threatens to prove injurious both to convicts and to society in 
general. a s: coe 
"91, The same paper blames the present Administration for yielding = sasacmas. 
: to the unreasonable prayer made by Arch- 
_ Educational establishments for "deacon Baly for providing separate educational 
— agencies for Hurasians:;: Why a_ separate 
establishment solely intended for the benefit of Hurasians should be 
maintained at the cost,of Hindus and Mahomedans does not appear very 
clear. The injustice involved.in this step will be evident to everybody 
who is not a Christian d¢opeewallah. But, then, topeewaliahs are not 
satisfied with what they have already got at the hands of Government. They 
would, in every instance, have Government acting solely for their. benefit. 
And they are discontented because Government will not hear of their 
selfish requests in every case. The Kditor then points out how a separate 
engineering college, viz. the Cooper’s Hill College, is maintained at the cost of 
the people of India simply for the benefit of Englishmen ; how the establish- 
ment of that college has had the effect of excluding natives from the higher 
grades of the engineering service in this country ; how, by way of compen- 
satine for the injustice thus done to the natives of India, Government has 
had recourse to the half-measure which recognizes the claims of - native 
engineers turned out by the Roorkee Engineering College as superior to those 
of the Kuropean and Eurasian students of the same college, and how this 
insignificant measure has created dissatisfaction among topeewallahs in this 
country. Itis curious that these men, who profess themselves to be the 
disciples of Christ, are not ashamed of their conduct. | 
22. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the want of a 


fc road from the school-house at Haludbari to 

| Dimkundapur. This road, if constructed, 
will be of use, not only to the inhabitants of the place, but to students, 
school masters, school inspectors, and to the mail-runners. The writer asks 
the Road Cess Committee of the place to institute a local enquiry on the 
subject of the complaint. 


23. The Prabhdti, of the 19th April, remarks that hitherto the 
.o opponents of the Amendment Bill h 
ment nint! ProceduretCode Amend- aatisfied themselves with dwelling on the 


‘“ __ alleged inability of natives as administrators 
of. justice, but now they have begun to base their opposition on volition 
sounds. They say that increased powers given to natives will in future 
prove dangerous to the interests of British rule in India. But the whole 
past history of India proves that this argument is untenable, During: 
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‘Mahomedan rule Hindus used to fill important posts of State, 


( 178 ) 


USEC but did they 
ever take advantage of their high offices to rise agaist Mahomedan yy,’ 


The only way to enlist the sympathy of the natives on behalf of British 
rule in India would be to trust the natives and vest them with suitah, 
owers. 
Powe According to the Samdckdr Chandrikd, of the 19th Apri, it. 
not at all desirable that Sanskrit should be 
Bengali in F. A. and B. A-examin- omitted from the subjects of F. A. and 8. 
eT examinations, and that Bengali should } 
introduced in its place. Already the fact of Sanskrit being included among 
the optional subjects of F. A. and B. A. examinations has proved detrimeny 
to the study of that language. Besides, it 1s necessary, for the sake ¢ 
Bengali, that Sanskrit should have a place among the subjects of F. A, and 
B. A. examinations. 


25. The Prabhdti, of the 20th April, dwells on the desirability of 


repealing the Arms Act. Every day f 
raisin ats Aa are being committed 7 iitfeen 
parts of the country, and hundreds of men killed by wild animals, Ty 
Arms Act, which has disarmed the population, is chiefly responsible fox thes 
consequences. 


26. The same paper publishes a letter complaining of the oppression 


ae ; committed by the naib of the Maharajah Si 
Soa i aca Jotendro Mohun Tagore, K.c.s.1., at Mulajore, 
and asks the Maharajah to take steps to put a stop to the oppressive acts 


of the naib for the sake of his good name. The Editor adds that the 

unwillingness on the part of the Raja to punish the offending naib might 
lead the public to suppose that the acts of the naib are approved by hin. 

27. The Utkal Darpan, cf the Ist April, referring to the speech of 

ok ieee the Advocate-General in the Bengal Legisla- 


tive Council on the occasion of Mr. Macaulay’s 
statement of the manner in which the work of Self-Government is to be 


conducted, says :—The purport of his speech is that the people of this 
country are not yet capable of undertaking municipal responsibilities. If 
what he says be true, then what the Government has expended to educate 
the people of India has all been in vain. Ali that parents have spent 
on the education of their sons has been fruitless. Has he (the Advocate 
General) tested the natives by entrusting any work to them? His remarks 
are like the dream of a poor and destitute man, asleep on a torn mat, who 
sees a lakh of rupees before him. We cannot rest without thanking him 
for his vain imaginings. Were such friends of the native more numerous 
in India, the Englishman’s face would indeed shine brighter. 
We have given the substance of the speeches of the three chief 
speakers, ¢.g., Mr. Macaulay, the Advocate-General, and Mahomed Yusuf, 
so that our readers may judge of their merits. At present it only remalts 
for us to say that a work which is regarded as important by all should not be 
delayed any longer. A good work has many obstacles. tt is of the utmost 


rywhere grant an independesl 


importance that Government should eve 


chairman and the elective system. 


28. The Balasore Sdptdéhikd, of the 5th April, says:—We hare 


: : heard with pleasure that the new Super 

Bate new Police Superintendent of tendent of Police acts according to his ow 
oe judgment, and is not influenced by 

opinions of others. The obstacles in the way of the advancement of the 


Uniya officials in the time of Mr. Tonnerre are now apparently about % be 
removed. Moreover, we are gratified to learn that Mr. Havelock has 
displayed his good judgment by promoting several Uriya officials: We 0” 


ave 


aeskES & 
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; ture Uriyas may not be kept out of Sub-Inspectors’ 
he ‘a ua Uniya Rob-faspactoes who are now in an almost lifeless 
per may have fresh life infused into them. We have heard that 
the Bengali Sub-Inspectors sent ina petition in English, in which they 
iisplayed their self-importance. The sahib has rejected it. We heartily 
thank Mr. Havelock for what he has done. _ 

99. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 7th April, says :—Two days ago notice 
was publicly given that no houses on the 

Municipal highhandedness. side of the public road were to be thatched. 
It is sufficient to say that this order was 

viven by the municipal authorities. We question as to whether the 


5 


proclamation was understood, as persons differed as to what was said. 


On enquiry we understand that the order extends to the houses lining the 


‘oad from the Lal Bhag to the Judges’ Court. Should any of the occupants 
of these houses wish to thatch their houses, they must apply for permission. 
On applying they will be advised to make the roof of their houses pucca, or 
to tile them. Permission to thatch will not be given. This order having 
heen issued with the sanction of the new Chairman, Mr. J ones, we are 
obliged to regard it as the first instance of his municipal administration. 
Some will say, as the same order was issued last year, how can the present 
Chairman be blamed for it? Though this be the case, no one was obliged 
to ask permission to thatch his house last year, and the people, as in former 
years, thatched without any hindrance. Mr. P. Awsey was then Chairman, 
and he, with his habitual kindness, preserved the people from the conse- 
quences of the above arbitrary order. His administration does not now 
exist. 

30. The same paper, referring to the Municipal Bill, says :—The 
perusal of the Select Committee’s report, with 
the various alterations decided upon, as 
appears in the last Calcutta Gazette, has given us much pleasure, masmuch 
a3 all that is proposed is in harmony with public opinion. When the Bill 
irst appeared, unlimited power was vested in the Local Government. The 
promulgation or otherwise of the elective system, and the appointment of 
Chairman, was eatirely subject to its pleasure. 


The anended Municipal Bill. 


The foundation of Self-Government is the elective system. Even should 


the Commissioners be elected, and attend to the work of the municipality 
the fact of the District Magistrate being Chairman would prevent the 
Commissioners from acting in an independent spirit, and render their 
election fruitless. The Select Committee has decided that, should the 
Commissioners approve, the District Magistrate may be appointed Chairman. 
In our opinion this clause should be removed. It is most desirable that 
the Act should specify that District Magistrates are not eligible for the 
post of Chairman. Should they have a place in the committee, and be 
disposed to carry things according to their own will, the independence 
of the Commissioners would be interfered with. The Orissa Association 
has therefore proposed that neither the district nor the sub-divisional 

agistrate, nor Joint Magistrate, should be included in the prescribed 
Proportion of the members which Government may appoint, hence we hope 
that the Legislative Council may approve of this proposal, and may frame 
tule prohibiting the officials abovenamed from being either members of 
the Committee or Chairmen. We know of many Oppressive and unjust 
acts In connection with the levying of taxes. The Orissa Association has 


mad eel 
sa Mt ve proposals in this connection, which we hope will be duly 
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